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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Ohishi et 
al. (US20010053956A1). 

With respect to claims 1 and 7, Ohishi et al. disclose a navigation system, 
comprising a storage device that stores user preference data classified by "recreation 
preferences", "dining preferences", and "relaxation preferences". Thus, Ohishi et al. 
teaches the limitation: "an information storage device in which a plurality of different 
types of information to be provided to a user aboard a vehicle having an on-vehicle 
apparatus installed therein are stored". The navigation system of Ohishi et al. further 
includes a voice recognition unit for recognizing predetermined words spoken by a user 
(Ohishi et al, page 1, paragraph 0008). In figure 2, the spoken utterance recognition 
unit (61 ) is provided for identifying the voice of each user and the audio guidance edited 
for each user is provided to that user (page 3, paragraph 0050). Each user can have a 
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conversation through an automatic response (Ohishi et al, page 4, paragraphs 0071- 
0076). 

It should be noted that although Ohishi et al. do not mention about the telephone 
line, but the dialogue or an subsequent dialogue between the user and the audio 
guidance in the system of Ohishi et al. is inherently generated via a telephone line 
(Ohishi et al., page 2, paragraph 0023) since the audio signal is received from 
microphone (31), and then the audible response is generated and outputted via the 
speaker (16). Thus, Ohishi et al. disclose the limitation: "an interactive voice response 
device having a speech recognition function that provides audio guidance edited for 
each user and engages in a dialogue with the user through automatic voice response 
via a telephone line". Ohishi et al. further teaches that when the user's preferences has 
been identified by the said conversation, the suggestion processor (78) (Ohishi et al, 
figure 2, processor 78) obtains information from the storage devices (75, 76, and 77). In 
addition, the navigation system of Ohishi et al. includes a radio communication unit 
(21a), which is a transmission unit as claimed for the information to at least one of on- 
vehicle apparatuses. Therefore, the teachings of Ohishi et al. read on the limitation: "an 
information acquisition device configured to obtain information from the information 
storage device based upon the dialogue between the user and the interactive voice 
response device from the information storage device, and an information transmission 
device that transmits the information obtained by the information acquisition device to 
the on-vehicle apparatuses". 
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With regard to claim 2, as discussed above, the interactive voice response 
provided in the Ohishi et al. patent is edited based on information pre-registered by the 
user (page 3, paragraph 0050). 

With regard to claim 3, in the patent, a user is provided the auto guidance with a 
specific preference according to the user's conversation. The user can receive one type 
of information when the preference of the user has been retrieved (page 3, paragraphs 
0057, 0058). 

With regard to claims 4 and 5, Ohishi et al. disclose "the interactive voice 
response device tabulates information provided to a given user in the past and provides 
audio guidance customized for the user based upon tabulation results" (see page 4, 
paragraphs 0080, 0081). 

With regard to claim 6, as discussed herein, the conversation between the user 
and the voice response of the navigation system is stored in the on-board vehicle 
system and that the contents of the conversation are indicated to the user. 

Response to applicant's arguments 

The applicant's request of continuation filed on 04/13/2006 has been fully 
considered, however, the application can not be placed in a condition of allowance 
because the cited prior art still reads on the limitations of the current claims. 

Conclusions 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tuan C To whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-6985. 
The examiner can normally be reached on from 8:00AM to 5:00PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Keith can be reached on 571-272-6878. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Tuan C To 
April 29, 2006 



